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BOOK SELECTION 


As no merchant, however well he may be equipped otherwise, can succeed 
without a stock of goods of high quality and suited to the needs of his custom- 
ers, so no librarian can succeed who has not at command a good stock of 
books. This stock of books, in order to be of a high grade must have united 
in it two qualities; first, the books must have high intrinsic value as books, 
and second, and no less important, they must be selected with reference to the 
special needs and demands of the community. Abstract quality alone is in- 
sufficient grounds for selection of a library stock. A learned treatise on 
Sanskrit or even a collection of ancient classics may have high intrinsic value 
but still be comparatively useless to a small library circulating among men en- 
gaged in mechanical employment and having interests in mechanical subjects. 
The librarian must sympathetically know her public. As the painter must 
mix brains with his colors in order to be an artist, so the custodian of books 
must mix heart and soul with her books in order to be a librarian. It follows, 
therefore, that even in the matter of book selection human sympathies and un- 
derstanding are no less important than is knowledge of literary quality of books. 
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We note with pleasure 
—— that the librarians and the 
book committees of the 
state are reading the various periodi- 
cal book reviews preparatory to the 
work of book selection. Nothing will 
give breadth of vision and soundness 
of judgment as well as the perusal of 
the varying opinions of writers oc- 
cupying various view-points. But it 
is to the A. L. A. Booklist that li- 
brary authorities must come for the 
last word. Here they will find a com- 
ment, discriminating and comparative 
in character written by an absolutely 
unbiased book expert who knows li- 
brary needs and who has constantly 
in mind the needs of the average li- 
brary. Each note expresses also in 
quite a definite way the consensus of 
opinion of from three to twenty read- 
ers, who themselves are selected for 
their knowledge of the subject matter 
of the book. It is written after a 
consideration of all the leading pericd- 
ical comments. It is needless to say 
that it is not only an intelligent, but an 
absolutely trustworthy guide in book 
selection. If the Booklist estimate is 
taken and considered in the light of 
the local need as seen by the librarian 
and the book committee, it seldom 
leads astray. It is further to be noted 
that if a new book is not named in 
the Booklist it is usually because there 
is some definite reason why it is not 
suited to the average library. 


Booksof re- A book in which a lead- 
generation ino character degenerates 
not degen- |‘ 

eration in such a way as to de- 
press and discourage is not a book 
the circulation of which should be 


“pushed.” Such books, if well writ- 
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ten, may please the morbid, the ab- 
normal and even the critic. The aver- 
age normal wholesome reader, how- 
ever, needs encouragement rather than 
discouragement. The book which 
portrays character as traveling on the 
up-grade rather than on the down- 
grade is, humanly speaking, the book 
to circulate. It does not so much 
matter where the character starts pro- 
vided that the progress is upward 
rather than downward. In short, in 
book selection be an optimist rather 
than a pessimist. Push a book repre- 
senting a-human being in a process 
of regeneration rather than in one of 
degeneration. 
Libraries are always in- 
yas terested in methods of es- 
tablishing a friendly rela- 
tionship between the library board 
and the common council. A _ letter 
written to the mayor and common 
council of Racine by Mr. Charles H. 
Lee, president of the library board, 
expressing appreciation and gratitude 
for an increased appropriation sug- 
gests an often omittea courtesy. In- 
cidentally the letter effectually in- 
forms the common council as to the 
proposed work of the library and its 
usefulness to the city. We publish 
the letter elsewhere as a model of li- 
brary diplomacy, and heartily com- 
mend the use of such letters as tend- 
ing to establish in the common coun- 
cil a sympathetic understanding of 
the library and its activities. 


. It has always been more 
Subjects 
for study or less of a puzzle why 
clubs women, who are said to be 
intensely personal in their character, 
should, when grouped together in 
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study clubs, so often etect to study 
some extremely remote, impersonal 
subject rather than a more vital and 
present day personal topic. They 
seem to take greater interest in Rome 
or Florence than they do in their own 
village or city. The conditions sur- 
rounding an Egyptian mummy awaken 
a spirit of inquiry in their minds more 
readily than does the consideration of 
the sanitary conditions of their own 
muncipality, yet the commission stands 
ready to furnish outlines and materi- 
als for study of any live present day 
problem. 


The commission is each 
year annoyed by the fail- 
ure of some librarians to 
mail promptly to the commission a 
copy of the annual report as required 
by law. If the library records are ac- 
curately kept and the uniform account 
blanks furnished by the commission 
are used, the report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30th can be prepared and 
made ready for filing after only a few 
hours work. Delays indicate confu- 
sion or inaccuracies in records. We 
suggest that even before the end of 
the vear preparation be made for this 
report so that it can be completed and 
mailed early in July. 


Annual 
reports 


Representations have 

Book fakes been made to some of the 
librarians of the state that 

this commission has endorsed certain 
publications and is anxious to have the 
libraries of the state purchase them. 
The representations made in this case 
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were absolutely false. If the commis- 
sion is anxious to have the libraries 
purchase any publication it will find 
ways of communicating its desires 
otherwise than through the verbal 
statement of a book agent. 


Every’ library in this 
Preserva- : 
tion of the state receives at least one 
booklist == copy of the A. L. A. Book- 
list. Too often, after a casual in- 
spection, it disappears. No piece of 
literature that comes to the library 
should be more carefully preserved. 
Bind it, place it in a pamphlet box 
or pile it on a shelf, but at all events 
preserve it entire for use in connec- 
tion with the index which will be re- 
ceived later. 
The commission feels: 
that it should not urge any 
librarian in the state to 
attend the summer conference at Mad- 
ison July 12--26. Seldom has such 
an array of talent been offered to a 
library meeting. In addition to this, 
the surroundings at Madison are such, 
and the opportunties for recreation 
are so great, that no one should feel 
attendance to be a task. If the speak- 
ers offered, the subjects presented, the 
opportunities for conference, and the 
recreational features do not appeal to 
the librarians of the state, nothing the 
commission could say would induce 
them to attend. We do not apprehend 
that any librarian anxious to be qual- 
ified to serve her community will un- 
necessarily absent herself from the 
conference. 


Summer 
conference 
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PREPARATION OF THE A. L. A. BOOKLIST 


We feel sure that the librarians who 
have learned to value the A. L. A. 
Booklist will be interested in knowing 
the steps which lead up to the inclu- 
sion of a book in that publication and 
the writing of the note characteriz- 
ing and valuing it. Knowledge of 
this procedure will confirm the confi- 
dence felt for the publication. To 
know of the patient and conscientious 
effort put forth in passing upon each 
book is to realize that the Booklist is 
well-nigh the sacred book of the pro- 
fession. 

Titles of books to be considered for 
publication in the Booklist are taken 
from the following sources: Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly; galley proofs of Li- 
brary or Congress cards; Cumulative 
Book Index; Book Review Digest; 
publishers’ circulars; review periodi- 
cals; librarians’ suggestions; books 
sent by publishers or authors. The 
titles written on slips or cards or 
clipped from printed sources and 
pasted on cards, are classified and’ al- 
phabeted under the headings: Gen- 
eral literature, Fiction, Children’s 
books, New editions. These titles are 
collected and printed each month as a 
tentative list on broadsides. Copies 
of this tentative list are sent to about 
fifty librarians in libraries which have 
access to the new books. These li- 
brarians are asked to vote on each 
book as to its availability for library 
purposes and to send in their com- 
ments and criticisms upon it. For 
this latter purpose printed criticism 
slips are provided. Books under con- 
sideration are either voluntarily or by 
request furnished by the publishers to 


the editor of the Booklist. These 
books thus on hand are, through a 
system of discriminating distribution, 
sent out to readers including univer- 
sity professors, teachers, ministers, li- 
brarians, persons having expert knowl- 
edge of special subjects and to general 
readers. 

On the return of the preliminary 
list the votes, whether favorable or 
unfavorable to the book, are collected 
on the original slip prepared for each 
book, and to it are clipped the criti- 
cisms that are received. A _ large 
number of review periodicals are gone 
through for reviews and, in many 
cases, summaries or extracts are made 
for reference when the books and 
votes are on hand. As rapidly as the 
books are examined and _ returned, 
votes, notes and reviews are compared 
and a decision reached as to whether 
or not the book is available for library 
use and entitled to a place in the 
Booklist. If the decision is to admit 
the book a note of comment is written 
characterizing the book, as discrimi- 
nating in character as possible, and 
the classification number and subject 
headings are assigned. In case of de- 
cided conflict of opinion more reviews 
are worked up, sometimes the book 
sent out to other readers and librari- 
ans or specialists written to as to its 
value. In case of continued conflict 
of opinion the court of last resort is 
of course the editor of the Booklist. 

So far as the limited time and re- 
sources permit, comparisons are made 
with other books of similar character. 
When this comparative feature is con- 
sidered of first importance, a book 
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may be held over a month in order to 
make such comparisons. 

In selecting the titles to be published 
in a number of the Booklist, so far as 
possible those books that have the 
widest usefulness are chosen first, 
then those held over from the previ- 
ous month. Delay on the part of the 
publishers in furnishing a volume for 
review, or slowness on the part of 
some reader or reviewer, sometimes 
means that a popular book, or one con- 
cerning the inclusion of which there 
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could be no question, fails to be noted 
at the proper time. 

It should be added, however, that 
an outline of the mechanical operation 
of the system gives no adequate con- 
ception of the painstaking effort that 
is used to be just to each book and 
to every library. Only oxe who sees 
the machinery in operation can fully 
realize the labor involved or properly 
appreciate the value of the results ob- 
tained. 





BOOK SELECTION 


Ethel F. McCollough, Wisconsin Library Commission 


Books are a librarian’s stock in 
trade, his raison d’ etre. Without 
books we cannot have libraries and 
without wisely chosen books libraries 
cannot reach their maximum of use- 
fulness. Books cost money; a wise 
selection is the result of intelligence 
practically applied. All of this is 
axiomatic but even axioms will some- 
times bear repetition, 

There are libraries in the state of 
Wisconsin today in which the afore- 
said axioms have no place in the ad- 
ministrative scheme. Common coun- 
cils frequently fail to provide enough 
money for the effective operation of 
the library plant and library boards are 
too indifferent to the cause which they 
are supposed to promote to protest. 
As a consequence the book fund is 
nil. Or, on the other hand, the li- 
brarian and book comnmttee may be 
“too busy,” too narrow minded or too 
ill-informed to spend the book fund 
provided so as to get the best possible 
returns. It is not an easy matter to 
select the right books for other people 


to read, and the difficulty of the prob- 
lem increases in exact ratio as the 
book fund diminishes. Mistakes in 
book selection are luxuries which no 
library however large or well provided 
with funds can afford. For every 
dollar misspent means a chance for- 
ever lost to supply the immediate need. 
If there is “no immediate need” the 
library is stagnating. No merchant 
can afford to tie his money up in 
“dead” or useless stock. And the li- 
brarian’s problem in book buying is 
exactly that of the mercnant plus the 
problem of the educator. Briefly 
stated it is: How to “catch the trade” 
and at the same time raise the stand- 
ard of efficiency as to the output of 
brains and brawn in the community. 
In other words, the problem of buying 
books for the library is just as vital 
as are the problems merchants, profes- 
sional men, farmers and housekeepers 
have to face. 

Granting that all of this is true, on 
what basis should the books for the 
public library be selected? Going 
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back to the function of the public 
library as defined a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, “to inform, to inspire, to 
amuse,” we discover our first prin- 
ciple. The first principle commits us 
to the policy of making our selection 
cover the entire field of human inter- 
est, touching all subjects, all phases of 
life. Philosophy, religion, sociology, 
philology, natural science, useful arts 
and literature, (including fiction) must 
have fair representation upon our 
shelves. 

This means that the books will not 
be selected in a hit or miss fashion, 
crowded in at the fag end of the li- 
brarian’s busy day. Nor will they be 
chosen in a few “off moments” by the 
members of the book committee, 
throwing together helter-skelter a few 
titles (mostly fiction) picked up from 
the advertising pages of the magazines 
or reviews seen in the Sunday news- 
papers. But it does mean that a 
definite plan to supply specific needs 
of the community be worked out, a 
plan whereby the weaker classes of 
books may be systematically strength- 
ened and the relative value of books 
covering about the same scope, deter- 
mined, in order that the very best 
book in print on a given subject may 
be purchased. “If we buy this, we 
cannot buy that” is an ever present 
limitation. 

Hence the librar‘an must he keenly 
alive to community interests, pos- 
sessing a strong book sense and a high 
standard of literary values. Lacking 
this the situation is well nigh hope- 
less. For the librarian is the only 
person in the community whose busi- 
ness in life is to eat books, think 
books, sleep books and prescribe books 
all around the clock. The interest of 
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all other individuals, even the best 
and most faithful of book committees, 
must necessarily, because of the press- 
ure of modern life, be more or less 
spasmodic. Then too, the librarian is 
the only person who is in a position to 
see the problem as a whole, whose 
fingers never leave the book pulse of 
her people. To aid such a librarian a 
good book committee able to supple- 
ment and balance her ideas and judg- 
ment is another essential. The best 
team work is usually done when the 
interests of the members of the book 
committee are as varied as_ possible. 
Too often do we find the hobby of 
one man running rampant on the 
shelves of the small library. 

Few libraries in the state of Wis- 
consin can afford to experiment on 
books not included in the A. L. A. 
Booklist. Publishers’ circulars are 
attractive, magazine advertisements in- 
sistent, and cleverly written book re- 
views make a powerful appeal to the 
curiosity of the reader. But the fact 
remains that most of them are written 
for the express purpose of selling the 
book and as far as their critical value 
is concerned are worth about as much 
as the estimate the wily book agent 
places upon his wares. The subject 
index to the A. L. A. Booklist was 
published about a year ago and dis- 
tributed to the libraries of the state 
by the library commission. This tool 
makes it possible for a library to 
strengthen its weak places month by 
month reducing the possibility of a 
wasteful expenditure of the book fund 
to the lowest point. When used in 
conjunction with the recently pub- 
lished Suggestive list of children’s 
books the problem of book selection 
becomes a comparatively simple one. 
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A BAS THE LIBRARY BASEMENT! 


Lutie E. Stearns, Wisconsin Library Commission 


For years past architects have been 
practically agreed that in any library 
building costing less than $15,000 the 
lecture room must be located in a high 


basement. These same basements 
have proved in many instances, dark, 
damp and unattractive. Jane Ad- 


dams, of Hull House, in a talk with 
the writer, insisted that there was 
something “‘ethical’’ concerning base- 
ments. Miss Addams stated that in 
Hull House no amusement rooms or 
lecture rooms were ever placed in the 
basement of the House proper or the 
other buildings surrounding it. Miss 
Addams insisted that the basest forms 
of grog shops were found in base- 
ments and that there was something 
veritably “debasing” in the use of be- 
low-ground apartments, however “ele- 
vating” we might desire them to be. 
The great difficulty in having an en-~ 
tire library on one floor has been the 
desire on the part of library boards 
for classical structures, money being 
put into expensive stone columns and 
ornamentation. The use of concrete, 
for example, thus doing away with 
the use of stone, has not yet been de- 
veloped in library construction—in 
fact we know of no library in the 
country outside of one or two adobe 
structures in California, in which con- 
crete has been used for library pur- 
poses although extremely popular in 
other forms of building construction. 
At the suggestion of the writer, the li- 
brary board at Columbus, Wisconsin, 
has taken the initiative in the state in 
the use of concrete. Through the in- 
expensiveness of this material a con- 


tract has recently been let for a library 
building which will have a fine assem- 
bly room on the first floor proper, 
thereby doing away with all of the 


objections commonly attributed to 
basements. The contract for the 
erection of the structure which will 
be seventy feet in width as op- 


posed to forty or fifty feet, which 


is the usual size of the building 
that can now be obtained for $10,000, 
was recently let at Columbus for 
$9,888. The surroundings at Col- 


umbus, consisting of a beautiful lawn 
and fine old elm trees, lend themselves 
to the informal bungalow _ style 
adopted. Two other buildings to be 
erected in the state, those at Jefferson 
and Reedsburg, are also radical de- 
partures from the usually accepted 
styles of library architecture. The 
informal exterior will lend itself to 
informality of interior, thus doing 
away with formal arrangements of 
chairs, tables and other library fur- 
n’shings. At Columbus it is hoped to 
make a most inviting interior through 
the use of mission furniture, rugs, and 
ornamental lighting fixtures, that will 
go well with so informal a treatment. 
The boys in the manual training de- 
partment of the local high school 
could well take an interest in the con- 


struction of tables, inviting Morris 
chairs, newspaper racks, display 
shelves, bulletin boards, ete., which 


would in turn give workers an addi- 
tional interest in the library. The out- 
come of the new “informality”—as to 
its popularity with the public—will be 
awaited with interest. 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Report of the committee on Salaries 


The committee on salaries submit 
the following report, with a keen real- 
ization of the shortcomings of figures 
to tell the whole story. 

What we have tried to do has been 
simply this—we have secured the 
average for population, volumes in li- 
brary, revenue, salary budget and sal- 
ary of librarian and assistant from 
the annual reports of 1910. Milwau- 
kee has not been included in any total. 
Our thought has been to find out if 
possible if there is any uniformity in 
the state in libraries of the same class 
of averages. We are going to let these 
figures speak largely for themselves, 
as a more detailed study is necessary 
to draw conclusions upon which to 
base any recommendations. 

In salaries of librarians we have had 
to ignore the very important qualifi- 
cations of personality and general ed- 
ucation and classify according to 
technical education alone. This has 
seemed worth while in order to find 
out how largely technical education 
has become a salary factor in Wiscon- 
sin, Training has been carried on by 
the state for a number of years and 
ought to have influenced in some way. 
Librarians of cities of class A with 


two exceptions have been trained out 
side of the state. In class B, the 
variation is similar and so great in 
other ways that no classification was 
attempted. In these classes and in 
class C the technical qualifications of 
assistants have been tabulated, as a 
possible assistance to librarians of that 
class of libraries. 

This report is submitted as a state- 
ment in figures of what salaries in 
Wisconsin libraries are today. There 
is certainly one conclusion to draw. 
They are not so large yet that we 
need fear people entering the library 
business in Wisconsin simply as a 
money proposition. The serious ques- 
tion is, are they large enough to at- 
tract to library work in Wisconsin 
the class of library workers that all 
interested in library work wish to see 
attracted? And again, are they large 
enough to hold in Wisconsin libraries 
the promising workers? If not, what 
can the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion do to help solve the problem? 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary A. SMITH, 
GENEVIEVE MAYBERRY, 
Mary J. CALKINS. 









































ance at the summer library conference 
to be held at Madison July 12th to 
26th indicates a full attendance and an 
interesting period of library study and 
conference. From the 12th to the 
15th, the time will be devoted largely 
to problems of administration; from 
the 17th to the 19th, to extension and 
publicity; from the 20th to the-22nd, 
to children’s work; from the 24th to 
the 26th, to book selection. Special 
emphasis will also be given to topics 
related to civic improvement and 
general sociological questions. The 
first appointment each morning will 
be at 8:30, and from fifteen to thirty 
minutes will be devoted to an assem- 
bly at which sociological and practical 
subjects will be discussed. Besides 
those on the commission staff the fol- 
lowing will be present: Mrs. H. L. 
Elmendorf, vice-librarian of Buffalo 
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THE SUMMER CONFERENCE 
Advance registration for attend- public library and president of the 


A. L. A.; Mr. Henry E. Legler, li- 
brarian of the Chicago public library ; 
Mr. G. B. Utley, secretary of the A. 
L. A.; Miss Mary E. Ahern, editor of 
Public libraries ; Mrs. Gudrun Thorne- 
Thomsen, the successful story teller 
and teacher of children’s literature 
from the School of education, Chi- 
cago; Miss Elva L. Bascom, editor of 
the A. L. A. Booklist; Hon. W. H. 
Hatton; Miss Alice Tyler of the Iowa 
commission; Miss Clara Baldwin of 
the Minnesota commission; Mr. Carl 
H. Milam, secretary of Indiana li- 
brary commission; Miss Eugenia Al- 
lin, secretary of the Illinois library 
commission ; Miss Maud van Buren of 
the Mankato (Minn.) public library; 
Dr. Charles McCarthy of the legisla- 
tive reference library; Frof. Edward 
A. Ross; Prof. John R. Commons; 
Prof. Stephen W. Gilman; Mr. F. A. 
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Hutchins; Mr. T. C. Richmond; Hon. 
H. L. Ekern; Mr. Herbert Quick; 
Rev. R. H. Edwards and Rev. Frank 
AM. Sheldon. 

This conference has been endorsed 
by the secretaries of the Minnesota, 
Iowa, Illinois and Indiana commis- 
sions, and the secretaries of those 
commissions will be present. It has 
been suggested that this conference 
may in the future take the form of an 
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interstate conference held in turn in 
the various states. It should be re- 
membered that this is not to be a 
course of lectures or a purely instruc- 
tional session. It is to be primarily 
what its name signifies—a conference 
in which some of the leading librari- 
ans of the country will take part. It 
is desirable that those intending to 
register should notify Miss Hazeltine 
at once. 








THE LIBRARY FACTORY 


With raw material well selected 

Every failing then corrected 

And no warning e’er neglected 

Thus the product is perfected 
In the library factory. 


Taught by precept and example 

Promptly followed by a sample 

And supply of red ink ample 

When upon a rule we trample 
In the library factory. 


What to do, and leave undone 
How keep track of what’s begun 
In our work to find our fun 
Always on the jump and run 

In the library factory. 


Now we’ve passed the last inspection 

Stamped and branded as perfection 

To the place of our election 

Are we shipped by best connection 
From the library factory. 


Mary E. Dow, 


Wisconsin Library School, 1911. 
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WISCONSIN 
February and March in the Field 


The policy of concentrating all the 
available strength of the instructional 
staff of the Commission upon field work 
during February and March has proven 
so successful to all concerned that the 
same plan was carried out for the win- 
ter of 1911. Practically the entire 
time of five members of the instruc- 
tional staff was devoted to visits and 
personal help in the libraries of the 
state. During the two months more 
than a hundred visits were made and 
of these few were of less than a day in 
duration and many for a long period. 
Assistance was also rendered to the 
libraries by the students of the library 
school, in fulfitment of the two months 
required practice work. 

In this period eighteen libraries prof- 
ited by the work of the students, not 
only by actual work done, but indirect- 
ly through the inspiration of contact 
with students fresh from their studies. 
Twenty-nine students (including nine 
joint university and library school stu- 
dents assigned to libraries in Madison) 
were sent out this year and the amount 
of technical work accomplished by them 
aggregated a total of forty-one months, 
or considerably more than the equiva- 
lent of the entire time of three skilled 
workers for the entire year. 

Two very succesful round table gath- 
erings were conducted by members of 
the staff at which twenty-one libraries 
were represented. 


I Work in the Libraries 


Edgerton. Two students were as- 
signed to the Edgerton public library, 
Miss Dow for February and Miss Pond 
for March, to assist the librarian, re- 
cently appointed, and to take an in- 
ventory of children’s books, completing 
any cataloging of the same not hith- 
erto done. 

Besides assisting with many details 
of the routine work of the library with 
which the new librarian was not famil- 
iar, the students examined files of 
periodicals, sorting them for binding, 
storing or clipping, shifted books to 
gain space for bound periodicals, started 
a picture collection and catalogued 
nearly 400 volumes. 

Miss Dow met with the high school 
students in several different groups, 
explaining to each the scheme of class- 
ification, the use of the catalogue and 
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periodical indexes, and giving a problem 
to illustrate. 

Miss Pond gave systematic instruc- 
tion to the librarian in classification, 
cataloging, vook ordering and use of 
L. C. cards. 

Fond du Lac. The work at Fond du 
Lae was largely that of building up 
weak classes in the library, and public- 
ity. Miss Lewis was given this ap- 
pointment for March. To- discover 
what was lacking, the shelves were ex- 
amined and a record kept of the classes 
that needed re-inforcement. The most 
obvious ones were in Science and Useful 
arts. Technical lists from Carnegie 
library of Pittsburg, Pratt Institute 
library and other special aids were used 
in connection with the A. L. A. Catalog 
and Booklists, and the advice of local 
men interested in factories and large 
industries was secured. 

Other buying lists made were for 
Boating, Camping, Civil service, Toasts, 
Gardening, Sanitation, Missions, Sun- 
day school work, Municipal government, 
ete., etc. For the latter, literature was 
requested from the various. cities 
throughout the country making a study 
of civic reform and practical experi- 
ments in it. As the interest along 
these lines was being promoted by the 
Fond du Lac Business Men’s Associa- 
tion, a letter was sent to the association 
effering the co-operation of the library 
and submitting a list of the books in 
the library on the subject. The books 
for tiny chilaren were supplemented 
with the aid of Miss Kennedy’s list, the 
Brooklyn library list on Something to 
read for boys and girls, Buffalo public 
library list and others. 

A short reading list tor boys and one 
for girls was compiled, which is to be 
distributed from the desk as_ book- 
marks, and a small circular, combining 
“Library wants” and ‘‘Who owns the 
library’? with local items was prepared, 
which is to be sent out by business 
houses. 

Various groups of interesting books 
were assembled and annotated lists pub- 
lished, further lists being left for pub- 
lication from time to time. 

The shelf-list was counted for the 
classified summary and the magazines 
were put into circulation, the current 
numbers to remain in the reading room 
and the previous numbers, re-inforced 
in the case of the most popular ones by 
the Gaylord binders, to go out for seven 
days. 
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The fact that the nooks in the anno- 
tated lists were in demand and that the 
magazines were practically all out after 
the first day proved the wisdom of these 
courses. 

Green Bay. Students rendered as- 
sistance in making over the catalogue. 
Last year the books in literature, num- 
bering over 800, were catalogued, in- 
volving much mechanicat work, since 
American literature was combined with 


English. This year the books in the 
first five classes, including general 
works, philosophy, religion, sociology, 


and language, more than 1,200 titles, 
were completed. All the _ periodicals 
were shelf listed and the reference 
works catalogued. Library of Congress 
ecards were used freely. Miss Lewis 
and Miss Mumm were appointed this 
year for February and Miss Mumm and 
Miss Doris Greene for March. 

Janesville. The adding of subject 
cards and analyticals to a catalogue con- 
sisting largely of author and title en- 
tries, was begun a year ago and con- 
tinued this year by Miss Margaret 
Greene in charge with Miss Eastland 
assisting during February and Miss 
Dunton during March. 

The entire class of literature was 
completed, about 1,200 volumes for 
which a total of over 2,800 cards were 
made or adapted. 

Cards with call number in 800 were 
withdrawn from the _ catalogue, ar- 
ranged in class order, compared with 
the books and new cards made or L. 
C. cards ordered to supplement the old 
cards. 

English and American literature was 
combined under the English numbers, 
entailing a good deal of changing of 
book pockets, cards and labels. 

Owing to the illness of the assistant 
librarian, much of the students’ time 
during the first month was given to 
work at the desk. Frequently during 
the two months the students were 
called upon for assistance in reference 
work for schools and clubs. 


Merrill. Last winter the students 
began the work of recataloging the li- 
brary. This year Miss Spencer and 
Miss Kosek were sent to complete the 
work, so that the new catalogues would 
be ready for use in the new building 
which will soon be occupied. About 
2,100 books (not including total num- 
ber of volumes) were catalogued and 
fully analyzed during the two years’ 
work. 

Some publicity work was done by the 
students. Miss Spencer interested her- 
self in starting a Boy scout patrol and 
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directed a dramatic reading of Maeter-- 
linck’s Blue Bird. She also gave a talk 
on Inspirational biography at an even-- 
ing service in one of the churches. 


Mondovi. During the month of Feb- 
ruary the library received assistance 
from Miss Bergold and Miss Fihe. In 
March the work was finished by Miss 
Bergold. During these months the ju- 
venile and adult catalogues were care- 
fully revised. and brought up to date. 
In addition to this much work was done 
with the schools. Story hours were 
held through which a large number of 
children in the grades were reached. 
Three lectures followed by practice 
work were given to the senior class of 
the high school. These were on indexes 
and their use, the Dewey classification 
and the use of the catalogue. The first 
two were given at the high school, the 
last at the library. The class was held 
responsible by the principal of the 
school for certain problems which were 
worked out after each lecture. 

Early in February an effort was made 
to organize a company of Boy scouts. 
This was done through the newspapers, 
personal visits and a mass meeting at 
which about 50 men were present. At 
this time a committee was appointed to 
investigate the matter. Several weeks 
later L. S. Dale, Boy scout organizer of 
the Northwest visited Mondovi. As a 
result the boys became wildly enthusi- 
astic over the movement and three 
troops were immediately formed. Since 
then the library has been practically 
swamped by the demand upon it for 
Scout literature. 

During February and March much 
newspaper work was done. Special 
reading lists were also prepared and 
mailed to club members of Mondovi. 

A clipping and picture collection was 
started for the purpose of increasing the 
reference resources of the library. 

On March first a reception was held 
at the library. As a direct result of 
the interest aroused by this, represen- 
tatives of the city administration ap- 
peared at the next board meeting and 
promised larger quarters for the library 
as well as an increased appropriation. 


Monroe. No catalouge was made 
when this library was organized in 
1905, but the books were shelf listed 
and classified, and the shelf list ar- 
ranged in alphabetic order. Reference 
work for clubs and schools was greatly 
hindered for lack of a catalogue, and 
the library board readily signified their 
willingness to have a catalogue begun, 
when the assistance of students was 
offered this year. 
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Miss Warren was placed in charge of 
the work for two months, with Miss 
Pond assisting during February and 
Miss Haley in March. Miss Muir spent 
the last ten days of field practice period 
helping finish the class of books un- 
dertaken in March. 

It was decided to change the classifi- 
cation system from the Expansive to 
the Decimal for each class of books as 
catalogued. This change was especially 
desirable from the standpoint of use 
made of the library by the schools, and 
the Principal offered to have high school 
students do all the mechanical work of 
changing pockets, cards and labels in 
exchange for sufficient instruction in 
library economy to prepare the student 
for the examination in library methods 
required by law for township teachers 
certificate. 

The apprentice class resulting from 
this arrangement numbered seven, and 
met at 8 a. m. and at 2:40 p. m. each 
student giving three 40 minute periods 
daily. Regular lectures were given, 
the students keeping their own books, 
and the course of instruction ended 
with an examination. 

Two classes, Sociology and History 
were reclassified, catalogued, and closely 
analyzed, averaging five cards to each 
title. The director of the training 
school and the principal of the high 
school made a special effort to confer 
with the students in charge about anal- 
ysis of books with reference to topics 
needed in school work. Miss Smock, 
librarian, took entire charge of the cat- 
aloging of fiction and analysis of short 
stories, besides devoting the last two 
weeks directly to work with the stu- 
dents in the cataloging of history and 
use of L. C. cards. New books added 
during the year will be catalogued and 


classified according to the Decimal 
system. 
Total number of catalogue cards 


made was 6,017 for 1,102 books. 

The students devoted one night each 
week to desk work and furnished li- 
brary news notes and book reviews 
each week to the two local papers, and 
occasionally to the bi-weekly paper. 

The work was hindered somewhat by 
a fire discovered in the walls of the 
building and by the consequent redecor- 
ating of the walls. 


Wauwatosa. Miss Dunton was sent 
for the month of February to aid the 
‘ librarian in recataloging the children’s 
collection. 325 books were catalogued 
and the cataiogue thoroughly revised. 
Some desk work and reference work 
was also done by the student. 
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Whitewater. Miss Gertrude Cobb 
spent the month of March as general 
assistant in the Whitewater public li- 
brary, giving much time to desk work 
and current reference work, as well as 
preparing typewritten reference lists 
for the use of the study clubs for tne 
year 1911-12. Three different bul- 
letins were made during this month 
calling attention to possible topics and 
occasional article prepared for the 
newspaper. 

As much time as possible was given 
to cataloguing, finishing current work 
and adding analyticals for books in the 
children’s room, which had been cata- 
logued but not analyzed. The group of 
books in travel was completed. 


II Library Visits 


The following libraries were visited 
by members of the instructional staff 
during February and March: 


Abbotsford Medford 
Antigo Menomonie 
Ashland Merrill 
Baraboo Mineral Point 
Barron Mondovi 
Bayfield Monroe 
- Belleville Mosinee 
Brodhead Necedah 
Clintonville Neillsville 
Colby New Richmond 
Colfax North Fond du Lac 
Crandon North Freedom 
Cumberland Oconto 
De Pere Oregon 
Durand Park Falls 
Eau Claire Peshtigo 
Edgerton Pewaukee 
Eleva Platteville 
Elroy Plymouth 
Fond du Lae Racine 
Fort Atkinson Reedsburg 
Grand Rapids Rib Lake 
Green Bay River Falls 
Hartford Seymour 
Hillsboro Shawano 
Horicon Sheboygan 
Hudson Shullsburg 
Janesville Stanley 
Jefferson Stevens Point 
Johnson Creek Sturgeon Bay 
Kaukauna Superior 
Kenosha Thorpe 
Ladysmith Tomahawk 
Lancaster Two Rivers 
La Valle Washburn 
Lodi Wausau 
Loyal Wauwatosa 
Manitowoc West Allis 
Marinette {Vest Bend 
Marshfield Whitewater 
Mayville Wonewoe 

III Round Tables 

Janesville. On Friday March 31, a 


very successful Library round table 


was held in the art room of the Janes- 
ville public library, at the invitation of 
Miss Kinsley, librarian, and under the 
direction of Miss Helen T. Kennedy of 
the Wisconsin library commission. 
Thirty-five library workers from the 
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local library, near-by towns and the 
.commission were in attendance. 

At 10:45 the institute was opened by 
Miss Kennedy in a brief talk upon the 
work of the different departments of 
the Wisconsin free library commission: 
(1) Traveling library department, (2) 
Library school, (3) Legislative refer- 
ence library, mentioning especially the 
assistance given and the printed ma- 
terial distrinuted free to every library 
in the state. Then followed the first 
part of the day’s program upon the 
various phases of the librarian’s daily 
work. The discussion was eagerly en- 
tered into by the librarians present, 
beginning witn the subject of special 
bindings, and taking up in turn, re- 
binding, discarding of book numbers 
for fiction, ribbon arrangement of books 
upon the shelves, and the indexes to 
periodicals. 

Miss Buckmaster, children’s librarian 
of the Janesville public library, opened 
the discussion of chiidren’s work. 
There followed an interesting exchange 
of ideas upon picture books, scrap 
books, selection of books, children’s 
book-lists, various collections and the 
story hour. Miss Greene of the library 
school read a paper on Clubs for boys 
and girls, describing especially the boys’ 
busy life club and a girls’ reading club 
in Green Bay, and a girls’ club in Su- 
perior, all under the supervision of 
some one in the library. In the dis- 
cussion that followed, one was made to 
feel that the librarian might have a 
large share in making high the ideals 
of the young people in her city. Miss 
Dunton called attention to some beauti- 
tully illustrated books’ for children 
which were passed around for examina- 
tion. 

After a short recess for registration, 
Miss Kennedy introduced the subject 
of Extension work in the public library. 
Many methods of advertising the li- 
brary were talked over: men’s reading 
rooms, branch libraries, school dupli- 
cate collections, specia: work with 
teachers, schools and clubs, lectures, 
exhibits, advertising in newspapers, by 
folders, lists, broadsides, bulletin boards, 
placards. An interesting exhibit of 
printed material illustrating the last 
mentioned phase of extension work 
proved very suggestive. After the 
morning session all enjoyed a delightful 
luncheon together. 

The general subject for the after- 
noon was that of Books. Many club 
women and members of the ltbrary 
board were present at this time. Miss 
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Turner, librarian of the Wisconsin state 
school for the blind, spoke most inter- 
estingly of the traveling library depart- 
ment of the school, by which books are 
loaned and reading often taught by mail 
to the blind of the state. A good ex- 
hibit of the books for and work done 
by the blind was arranged in an adjoin- 
ing room. 

Miss Kennedy spoke upon the sub- 
ject of Book select:on, advising syste- 
matic and economical methods together 
with the knowledge of the books and 
people. Miss Hazeltine then gave a 
most delightful review of some of the 
interesting books of the year. The true 
librarian so enjoys good books that she 
will inspire her patrons to read and to 
love books of biography, travel and 
drama. 

It was with regret that the day’s ses- 
sion was closed, filled as it had been 
with practical help upon those problems 
which every librarian must try to solve 
and with the opportunity for the neigh- 
boring librarians to know one another. 
However one more pleasant hour was 
enjoyed before the visitors left for their 
homes. From 4:30 to 5:30, the librari- 
ans and the members of the Janesville 
library board were delightfully enter- 
tained at a tea at the home of Mrs. A. P. 
Lovejoy. The day had proved so good 
a one that many expressed the wish that 
the librarians in this section of the 
state might become definitely organized 
that these informal sessions might be 
assured for each year. 

The following was the registration: 
Mary Emogene Hazeltine, Helen T. 
Kennedy, Lucy M. Curtiss, Madison; 
Florence E. Dunton, Martha E. Pond, 
Gertrude Cobb, Margaret Greefie, Al- 
thea H. Warren and Josephine M. Haley, 
Wisconsin library school; Bernice Gray, 
Evansville; Ella A. Hamilton, White-~ 
water; Belle M. Rickert, Shullsburg; 
M. Ada Turner, School for the blind, 
Janesville; Ananda Drotning and Mrs. 
O. C. Lee (trustee), Stoughton; Bdna L. 
Derthick, Elkhorn; Mrs. Amy C. Rich- 
ardson (trustee), Evansville; Nellie M. 
Myers, Mae F. Moore, Katharine Gray, 
Iva M. Butlin, Beloit; Mrs. George 
Farman, Edgerton; Jessie E. Sprague, 
Mrs. D. C. Couliins (trustee) and Mrs. 
Lillie H. Johnson (assistant), Brod- 
head; Lydia E. O’Brien, Oregon; M. 
Floy Morris, Miuiton Jct.; Katharine 
Smock, Monroe; Lydia M. Kinsley, 
Agnes T. Buckmaster, Mrs. Louise M. 
Best, Judge Fifield, Wm. Blandon, Chas. 
Cleland, Mrs. A. P. Lovejoy, Janesville. 


Nellie M. Myers, Secretary. 
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Cumberland. The Institute held at 
the Cumberland public library April 4 
under the direction of Miss McCollough 
of the Wisconsin Commission was at- 
tended by the librarians of Rice Lake, 
Hudson, Hayward, Shell Lake, New 
Richmond and Cumberland. The trus- 
tees of the library and the teachers of 
the public schools of Cumberland were 
also in attendance. 

Because of train schedules the meet- 
ing was limited to an afternoon session. 
To make the meeting as interesting as 
possible the various subjects were in- 
formally discussed. The greater part 
of the time was devoted to a general 
survey of library problems and methods 
of work with questions and answers on 
such topics as the following: Children’s 
work, Systematic class building in book 
selection, and the reference use of the 
library. 

In discussing the work with children 
Mrs. James Robbins, of Rice Lake, told 
of her experience in organizing the story 
hour. She attends the first teachers’ 
meeting in the fall when the instructors 
are full of enthusiasm and eager to 
work, explains the purpose of the story 
hour and asks for volunteers. Stories 
are told once each week and, if several 
teachers volunteer, very little work 
falls upon any particular person. The 
librarian has the schedule arranged 
and the date which seems most con- 
- venient is chosen by the teacher. By 
this arrangement the librarian interests 
a number of teachers by getting them 
into actual library work and they in 
turn interest their pupils. In a surpris- 
ingly short time each of the grades are 
represented at the story hour with but 
very little effort on the part of either 
teacher or librarian. 

The reference use of the library was 
another important topic brought up for 
discussion. Miss Pearle schoemaker of 
Hudson gave a very interesting talk on 
clippings and the use she makes of them 
in her reference work. Miss Schoe- 
maker also brought for inspection a 
number of scrap books made of pictures 
cut from discarded children’s books. 

Systematic book buying was one of 
the subjects discussed by the institute 
leader. In part she said “It is the li- 
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brarian’s business to make the trustees 
aware of the book needs of the com- 
munity and to arouse a realization of 
the expenditures necessary to satisly 
those needs.’ In connection with this 
the question of appropriations came up 
and the leader told of numerous ways 
in which the librarian may influence her 
trustees and the members of the com- 
mon council to increase the funds by 
which the worx of the library may ve 
earried on. 

Mr. Bayo of Haywara told about the 
use of the newspaper in connection 
with library work. He had a number 
of clippings from nis home paper which 
were practical illustrations of the points 
ne made. 

‘the meeting was brought to a close 
by a few brief book reviews and a short 
discussion of the use of the picture bul- 
letin in the library. Reference books 
and a collection of bulletins had been 
sent from the library commission for 
inspection and proved to be one of the 
most valuable features of the institute. 

After the meeting Mrs. Poukey the 
librarian of the Cumberland library 
served a delicious tea. This made it 
possible for the guests to visit together 
until leaving for their various trains. 
That the institute had been a success 
was the general consensus of opinion. 
All who came seemed to be thoroughly 
interested and returned to their re- 
spective libraries with renewed enthu- 
siasm and with many definite sugges- 
tions to put into practice. 

Registration at library round table 
was as follows: 

Mrs. Sara B. Poukey, librarian, Cum- 
berland public library; Mrs: Elva 
Briggs, Mrs. W. W. Fuller, Mrs. W. J. 
Boyden, Mrs. C. T. Kalk, Mrs. W. C. 
Gleason, F. L. Olcott, J. T. Fuller, R. B. 
Hart, W. B. Hopkins, trustees, Cumber- 
land; Mrs. James’ Kkobbins, librarian, 
Rice Lake; Miss Helga Agren, librarian, 
Shell Lake; Miss Pear:e Schoemaker, 
librarian, Hudson; Clarence O. Bayo, li- 
brarian, Hayward; Miss Mabel E. Ep- 
ley, assistant librarian, New Richmond; 
Miss Ethel F. McCollough, Library 
commission. 

Clarence O. Bayo, 
Secretary. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


One of the most interested of the 
traveling library custodians is S. N. 
Hartwell of Germania. Mr. Hartwell 
supplies the community within a radius 
of ten miles of his home in Marquette 


county. To show the interest taken in 
a recent library, Mr. Hartwell has added 
up the number of books read by twenty- 
one persons in his community, young 
and old. He found tnat a total of 319 
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books had been read during the past 
six months, or an average of fifteen 
pooks to a reader, which is an excelient 
showing. The highest number read by 
any one individual was twenty-four, the 
lowest, seven. 


Many librarians in rural communities 
make a practice of returning their 
traveling libraries in the spring and do 
not secure others till faii, thus depriv- 
ing tneir communities of the use of the 
books for from four to six months in 
the year. There are many people 
whose winter occupations deprive them 
of the time to read. These persons 
have leisure on hot summer days when 
books wouid be appreciated. Children 
that are out of school and denied ac- 
cess to school libraries during three 
months of the year wouid appreciate 
the opportunity afforded to secure 
books while free from their regular 
studies. The plan is therefore sug- 
gested to the custodians of the state 
that they secure fresh boxes for the 
summer months, or that they retain the 
libraries now on hand and issue the 
books until fall, notifying the Commis- 
sion of such action. 

It may pe of interest to the custo- 
dians to know that the books of the 
state system of traveling libraries were 
issued a total of 216,439 times during 
the past two years. In view of the tre- 
mendous interest in reading that these 
figures indicate, it seems a pity that 
some of these boxes of good books 
should be stored away in the Commis- 
sion offices during one-third or one-half 
of every year. Traveling libraries lo- 
cated in schoolhouses should pe trans- 
ferred to the home of some pupil or 
stored during the vacation period. 

A systematic canvass is being made 
of the various counties of the state by 
wliss Stearns, with a view to estabiish- 
ing new stations, re-establishing discon- 
tinued stations, and arousing more in- 
terest in the local collections. sfiss 
Stearns has also been aiding the li- 
brarians of the county systems in the 
same sort of work, having assisted La 
Crosse and Columbia counties. Miss 
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Stearns will soon visit Jefferson and 
Portage counties with the same purpose 
in view. 

Traveling Books for the Blind 


The passage of a law enabling books 
for the blind to be sent through the 
mail free of charge has aroused ex- 
tended interest in reading on the part 
of blind people. The State School for 
the Blind at Janesville has a fine collec- 
tion of books which it sends to all parts 
of the state. This library is under the 
charge of Miss M. Ada Turner, who is 
an enthusiastic worker. As showing 
the popularity of the books and the 
usefulness of their circulation, the case 
of a blind resident of Eagle River may 
be cited. Four years ago an alphabet 
and a primer were sent as a preliminary 
to the books, the entire course of study 
being conducted as a correspondence 
class. Through the aid given by Miss 
Turner, the blind man has been enabled 
to read no less than eighty-four books 
during the past four years. Owing to 
the distances which the books are 
covliged to be carried and the hard 
usage in the mail on account of their 
size, Miss Turner has devised a strong 
canvass bag to contain them. A trans- 
parent piece of celluloid about the size 
of a postal card is sewed on one side or 
the bag, between which and the can- 
vass is placed the address card, one side 
containing the name of the borrower 
and the other the Janesville institution 
to which the books are to be returned. 
‘Lo send the books back requires no 
writing on the part of the blind person, 
who simply takes out the card, turns it 
over, and replaces it under the strip of 
celluloid. A small hole is pierced in 
the celluloid through which a tape is 
passed which is sewed to the bag, thus 
keeping the address card from slipping 
out of its case. Hundreds of books are 
now being circulated each year without 
expense to many grateful borrowers. 
As all of this work is done by Miss 
Turner in addition to her duties as 
physical director of the school, too much 
praise can not be given for her unselfish 
interest in furnishing so much profit 
and pleasure to the sightless. 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Discarding Useless Material 


Reprinted from New York Libraries, 
April, 1911 

The considerations cited above apply 

with equal force to another problem in 

respect to which librarians show a good 


deal of timidity and lack of definie 
policy—the discarding from their 
shelves of obsolete and useless material. 
In the nature of the case, this Is a prob- 
lem for the larger and older libraries 
rather than for the newer ones, and be- 
eomes increasingly pressing with each 
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year of library growth. When a book 
once gets on the shelves, it seems to 
acquire in the eyes of most librarians 
a peculiar virtue and reverence, irre- 
spective of any service 1t may render. 
On books, for which if they were not 
already in the collection, the librarian 
would not think now of spending actual 
money, he will go on expending year 
after year, care, time, shelf space and 
catalog space until these items far ex- 
ceed the actual cost of the book, and 
yet he will feel that he has carerully 
conserved the library’s property! in 
how many tibraries where costly addi- 
tions of new rooms or buildings have 
been necessitated to accommodate the 
growing collection, could this expense 
have been spared and the money util- 
ized for positive enrichment of the col- 
lection, had the shelves been freed from 
the dead material with which they are 
encumbered! Recently a librarian in 
this State gave as an excuse for not 
keeping and binding the excellent peri- 
odicals for which he subscribed—the 
most valuable reference material in his 
slbrary—that there was no space on the 
shelves for such bulky material, while 
at the very time there were standing on 
those shelves more than a thousand 
volumes that had not once been opened 
during the last eight years. There was 
place for the dead but none for the liv- 
ing. 

Not only does this policy involve a 
very real and positive expense, but it 
is a serious detriment and hindrance to 
the work of the library. Good live 
books are often lost or buried among 
dead ones. It has been shown by ex- 
periment again and again that a collec- 
tion of best books, when grouped by 
themselves, receive twice as much use 
as when scattered among old ‘and obso- 
lete material. A library’s shelves at- 
tract readers not in proportion to the 
number of volumes on them but in pro- 
portion to the amount of fresh and vital 
material which they contain. There 
are many libraries where the very first 
requirement for a revival of interest 
and increased service is a firm and vig- 
orous policy of elimination. 

There is no intrinsic reason why the 
application of this policy should be such 
a difficult or delicate task. It is cer- 
tainly easier to know the value of a 
book which has been on the shelves for 
years than that of a book which has not 
yet been bought. Every time books 
are selected for purchase, other books 
are rejected, and rejection after pur- 
chase and after a test of years is cer- 
tainly an easier matter than rejection 
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before purchase. where no tests of 
actual value have been possible. Once 
get rid of the fallacious idea that the 
main expense of a book is its original 
cost and realize that its principal ex- 
pense to the library is for its care and 
maintenance, and the rejection of a 
useless book from the shelf will be 
found not only as easy but easier than 
the rejection of a doubtful title from a 
proposed buying list. There may of 
course arise a practical difficulty, in 
the fact that library boards, in their 
reverence for mere size and numbers, 
will not be persuaded to take this point 
of view, but in such cases much the 
same result can be reached by establish- 
ing a storage department, away from 
the public shelves, to which all obsolete 
and useless matter can be transferred, 
without lessening the number of vol- 
umes in the library. In any case, the 
thing to be insisted on is that the pro- 
gressive, efficient library is not a mere 
accumulation of books but a selection, 
and this selection should represent not 
a mere succession of past acts but a 
continuous and active process. 


A Model Letter 


To the Hon. Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of the City of Racine. 

Gentlemen: The Board of Directors 
of the Racine Public Library desire to 
convey their thanks for and apprecia- 
tion of the sum of ten thousand dollars 
voted for library purposes during the 
next fiscal year. Most of the larger li- 
braries of the state have found it neces- 
sary to have their appropriations in- 
creased, but have succeeded only after 
much effort and individual work. Your 
prompt response to our request is there- 
fore the more gratifying and is regarded 
by the Board as indicating your confi- 
dence in the present administration of 
the library. We shall endeavor to 
show that such confidence has not been 
misplaced. 

The whole theory and practice of li- 
brary work have undergone a revolution 
during the past few years, and today 
you can no more satisfy the public witu 
all the books in one place than you 
could satisfy the people with all the 
schools in one place. Facilities have 
got to be provided for the people to get 
books and _ periodicals in their own 
neighborhood, and it is right that it 
should be so. A hard worked mechanic 
living beyond Columbia Corners or Lutz 
Park is not going to change his clothes 
and pay two car fares and spend an 
hour’s time to get a book from the main 
library on a cold winter night, or if he 
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does he is going to think twice before 
doing it. We are doing good work now 
tnrough the schools with branches and 
sub-stations and last year loaned nearly 
thirty thousand books in that way 
alone, besides about seventy-eight thou- 
sand from the main library. But the 
northwestern ana southwestern sections 
of the city urgently need places where 
public reading-rooms, open during the 
evening, can be maintainéd and from 
which books can be drawn as well as 
from the main library. In this way we 
should be doing the greatest good to the 
greatest number which is the main pur- 
pose of a library supported by the pub- 
lic’s money. We hope these views will 
merit your approbation and that you 
will aid uS in creating a public senti- 
ment that will bring about these re-. 
sults in the near future. 
Respectfully, 
Charles H. Lee, Pres. 


Use of the Mirrorscope 


A personal letter from Miss Grace A. 
Whare, formerly with the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Commission but now librarian at 
Houghton, Michigan, contains a refer- 
ence to a suggestive use of the mirror- 
scope in the story hour. Something has 
heretofore been said about the use of 
the moving pictures in connection with 
the story hour. It is not altogether 
easy to get control of a moving picture 
machine and films suitable for this use. 
In every city of any considerable size, 
however, will be found  stereopticons 
with mirrorscope attachments making 
it possible to tnrow on the screen reflec- 
tion of any opaque picture. Illustrations 
from books or post cards or from ordi- 
nary photographs can be projected to 
great advantage. Miss Whare writes 
thus about her own experience: ‘‘Have 
just finished the best story hour here. 
I got an unbound copy of the Lagerlof, 
Wonderful adventures of Nils, and cut 
the pictures out, mounted them on 
card board, and then my assistant and 
I water-colored the set and the story 
was given in three afternoons. The 
pictures were thrown on the screen by 
a large mirrorscope, so that to each of 
the three afternoon story hours we had 
about twenty-five pictures, adding some 
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from outside, about the flowers and 
birds concerned in the story.”’ 


New York State Library 


We wish to call attention to the fol- 
lowing appeal from the New York State 
Library which, as a result of the disas- 
trous fire in Albany, finds itself stripped 
of much valuable library literature. 

The very unusual collections of the 
New York State Library and Library 
School, in bibliography, library econ- 
omy and American library history, were 
totally destroyed by the fire of March 
29. It is the purpose of the library 
to get together as rapialy as may be, 
another such collection and it is glad 
to believe that to this end it may con- 
fidently rely upon the cooperation of 
many friends who have, in the past two 
weeks, been so generous and so quick 
with offers of help, and to whose sub- 
stantial and continuous past aid we 
were chiefly indebted for the collec- 
tions that were lost. 

The library will be glad to receive 
the following: . 

1. Sets of publications (reports, bul- 
letins, ete.) of libraries, library 
schools, library commissions, as- 
sociations, etc., including blanks 
and forms. 

2. Books, pamphlets, papers, clip- 

pings, etc., relating to libraries, 

library work an~. bibliography. 

. From alumni ot the New York 
State Library School for stu- 
dents work collection, an extra 
copy of material included in 
paragraphs 1-2, prepared by 
former students. 

4. Pictures, picture postcards and 
plans of library buildings. 

5. Photographs of librarians, includ- 
ing alumni of the New York 
State library School; A. L. A. 
officers, groups, etc. 

6. Duplicates of any New York State 
Library blanks, forms and pub- 
lications, especially Bibliography 
and Library School Bulletins. 

Shipments may be made to New York 
State Library, 162 State Street, Albany, 
NW. 


Co 


J. I. Wyer, Jr., 
Director. 





RECENT FICTION DEPICTING SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


Bohan, Mrs. E. B., The dragnet. Clark, 
$1.50. 

Story of a young reformer who attempts to re- 
organize corrupt service administration including 
its penal system. (There is another book of this 
title entirely different in character.) 


Day, H. F. The ramrodders. Harper, 
$1.50 


A picture of Maine politics thoroughly practical, 
somewhat corrupt, yet ofen effective. The issue 
involved is that relating to the prohibitory law. 
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Duncan, N. H. 
Harper, 50c. 
Not fiction but an extremely interesting account 
of a rough and ready Presbyterian minister who 
devotes his life to the lumber jacks of northern 
Wssconsin. 


A man’s Christian. 


Harris, Mrs. C. N. A_ circuit rider’s 
wife. Altemus, $1.50. . 
A view of the social conditions with which a 
circuit rider’s wife came in contact thirty years 
ago. Humorous yet often pathetic. 


Hopper, James and Bechdolt, F. R. 
“9009.” 


Psychological study of brutalizing processes re- 
sulting from imprisonment, ete. 


Irwin, Wallace. Letters of a Japanese 
school boy. Doubleday, $1.50. 
Humorous and extremely shrewd comments of a 

pseudo-Japanese on American civilization. 

Miller, H. R. The man higher up. 
sobbs-Merrill, $1.50. 

oe story depicting corrupt politics in Pitts- 


Oppenheim, J. Doctor Rast. Sturgis, 
$1.50. 
Experience of a Jewish doctor working among 
the poor people of his race on the east side, New 
York City. 
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Orcutt, W. D. The lever. Harper, 
$1.50. 

An altruistic financier plans to bring all in- 


dustries into one monopoly for the publie good 

but naturally fails. 

White, S. E. The rules of the game. 
Doubledy, $1.40. 


Drama 
Galsworthy, John. Justice. Scribner, 
6 0c. 
Sheldon, Edw. The nigger. McMillan, 
$1.25. 


Books for Sale 


American Review of Reviews. Bound 
set for sale at a trifle more than cost of 
binding. Complete, including rare 
early numbers, which were printed in 
England. Adaress Ellis B. Usher, 1136 
Wells Building, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Readers’ Guide (1905-1909). In 
good condition. Address Stephenson 
Public library, Marinette, Wis. 

The Stephenson public library also 
has a copy of the Trade List Annual for 
1903, which it will give to any library 
desiring it. 





"ROUND THE 


Beloit. A system of school circula- 
tion is under consideration by the local 
board. 

Brodhead. The pubiic reception re- 
cently given by the high school for the 
public library was one of the most 
successful social affairs ever undertaken 
in the city. Throngs of people filled 
the library rooms on the upper floor 
of the high school building and were 
entertained by the high school orches- 
tra and a local juvenile band. Miss M. 
FE. Hazeltine of the commission deliv- 
ered an address on books and maga- 
zines. 

Columbus. The contract for the 
construction of the public library was 
let for $9,888 which is within the ap- 
propriation of $10,000 made by Andrew 
Carnegie. The library will have the 
unusual advantage of having a lecture 
room on the main floor. 

Dartford. <A library association has 
been incorporated by the Rev. J. M. 
Davidson, S. G. Potter and George E. 
Baldwin. 

Fond du Lac. Miss --ary J. Lamb 
has resigned as first assistant librarian 
and has been succeeded by Jean Dodd, 
promoted to the position. 


CIRCLE 


Fox Lake. The sum of seventy dol- 
lars was recently netted for the public 
library from a car load of old paper. 


Green Bay. The pubiic library has 
been presented with an old sword 
which belonged to one of the officers of 
old Fort Howard. 


Horicon. A play by local talent was 
recently given for the benefit of the 
library. 


Janesville. The inauguration of a 
men’s reading room is under consider- 
ation. 

A bird class will be started this spring 
for the children with practical work in 
field and study. 


Kewaunee. Three Bohemian soci- 
eties have contributed the History of 
Bohemia, and Bohemia and the Cecns 
to the local public library. 


Lancaster. The library received re- 
cent gifts of thirty dollars in money and 
a number of new books. 


Manitowoc. Miss Cully has resigned 
to accept the position of librarian at 
Kewanee, Ill. Miss Constance Haugen 
of Madison has been appointed tempor- 
ary librarian. 
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Milwaukee. Branch libraries have 
been established in each of the tele- 
phone exchanges through the efforts of 
Miss Elizabeth Rosche, the new welfare 
secretary of the company. 


Necedah. At a recent town meeting 
it was unanimously voted to appropri- 
ate three hundred dollars for the free 
public library that has just been or- 
ganized. 


North Fond du Lac. Miss Birdsell 
has resigned to accept the position of 
assistant librarian at the Fond du Lac 
public library. Miss Hazel Burdette has 
been elected her successor. 


Pewaukee. The seventh annual li- 
brary day was celebrated on April 13, 
with addresses by Miss Stearns and Mr. 
Dudgeon of the state library commis- 
sion. 


Sturgeon Bay. The library board has 
received an offer from Andrew Carnegie 
of $12,500 for a library building. 
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Superior. A woman’s club has pre- 
sented the library with a statue of 
Diana of the Chase. 

Tomahawk. The woman’s literary 
club recently donated ten dollars to the 
library fund. 

Two Rivers. The annual library ball 
was held at the local high school build- 
ing on the 19th of April. 

Watertown. The Euterpe has given 
a musical entertainment for the benefit 
of the children’s department of the pub- 
lic library. 


Waupun. Andrew Carnegie has con- 
sented to donate $1,653 for the com- 
pletion of the basement of the local 
public library on condition that the 
library appropriation be increased by 
the city by $165.31 annually. 

Waupun. Under the will of the late 
Miss Ella Kennedy, the Waupun library 
received the sum of $5,000, the annual 
interest of which is to be paid to the 
board for the purchase of books. 





